Understanding Identity Verification for 
Loan Notarization
To help prevent fraud, Washington State law (RCW 42.45.050) requires a notary to verify the identity of every signer before notarizing a document. The name printed on your ID must match the name on the document being notarized.  The most common way to meet this requirement is to present a valid government-issued photo ID, so be prepared to show one at your appointment. Which forms of ID are acceptable?

LOAN SIGNINGS – ID REQUIRED AND
POSSIBLE 2nd ID NEEDED FOR PATRIOT ACT FORM

Satisfactory Evidence Through Government-Issued ID

A notary may identify a signer using government-issued identification that is:

· Current, or

· Expired less than 3 years before the notarization, and

· Must contain a photograph, signature, and physical description.
Acceptable IDs include:
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U.S. Driver license or State Issued ID card


· Washington State Drivers License



· US Passport or Passport Card
· Military ID
· Permanent Resident Card (Green Card)
· Tribal Government-Issued ID

· Foreign Passport (with U.S. Visa if applicable)

· U.S. Merchant Mariner Credential
· Other government-issued ID meeting the photo, signature, physical description, and expiration date (within the last 3 years.)

PATRIOT ACT FORM – 2nd Form of ID 

Secondary Forms of Identification - must display Borrower's name,  Document Name of Issuer on Form ID,  Number Issuance,  Date & Expiration Date.  Still must meet 1st form of ID Requirements.  
Social Security Card 
U.S. Govt. Government Issued  Visa
 Birth Certificate
 Non-US/Canadian Driver License
 Most Recent Signed Tax Returns 
Property Tax Bill APN: 
Voter Registration Card 
Organizational Membership Card
Bank/Investment/Loan Statements 
Paycheck stub with name 
Most Recent W-2 
Home/car/renter insurance papers
 Recent utility

